
César Franck

Prélude op. 18
from “Prélude, Fugue et Variation” op.18

(FWV 30)

for bandoneon solo



About the score
This prelude is from Prélude, Fugue et Variation pour Orgue by
César Franck, op.18 (FWV 30) composed in 1862.
It's an organ work composed by Franck in homage to Saint-Saëns.

On the bandoneon the obvious choice was to keep the melody on
the right keyboard and the bass on the left as pedals. The decision
to assign the counterpoint to the left keyboard was less obvious,
but it has been revealed as a good choice because the cassotto on
the left cabezal creates a tonal difference between the two
keyboards.

In some cases it was not possible to assign the countermelody to
the left keyboard due to technical limitations of the instrument,
which does not go beyond the A of the third octave (or B flat in the
case of model 144 Einheits). In this case I preferred not to lower an
octave but to assign the countermelody to the right hand (from
bars 29 to 31) to be played together with the main melody.

However, this option was not possible for bars 39 to 42, and in that
case the counterpoint has been divided: I assigned the upper
notes to the right keyboard (together with the melody) and the
lower ones to the left, along with the bass.

The bandoneon 144 or "Einheits" proved to be more versatile than
the 142, thanks to the greater range at the left keyboard (the
aforementioned B flat) which instead passes to the lower octave for
142, as indicated in the score (bars 23-25).



Indications and Guidelines

Bellows Movement: Opening and Closing
In the sheet music, the letter A (from the Spanish word abriendo) placed
on the upper staff next to a note signifies the opening of the
bandoneon's bellows.

Similarly, the letter C (from the Spanish word cerrando) indicates the
closing of the bellows.

Specific keyboard layouts
This sheet music can be played with any kind of bandoneon: 142, 144,
unisonoric. However, due to the differences in keyboard layouts, some
solutions work better for certain types of bandoneons or may not work
for others.

In those cases, an indication in the sheet music explains the special
recommendations for that specific layout.

Terms of use
By downloading this sheet music, printing it, or storing it in digital form,
you agree to the terms of use outlined in the "Privacy Policy and Terms of
Use" section of the website www.omarcaccia.com.

http://www.omarcaccia.com/


César	Franck
(1822-1890)

Prélude
from	"Prélude,	Fugue	et	Variation	pour	orgue",	Op.	18	(1862)

Bandoneón	transcription:	Omar	Caccia
(A	=	opening;	C	=	closing;	144	=	144	bandoneón	only,	142	one	octave	lower)	
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Thank you for choosing this sheet music: I hope these
arrangements enhance your playing experience and bring joy to
your performances.

This sheet music is part of the collection on omarcaccia.com, along
with other transcriptions and arrangements from my personal
musical exploration. I enjoy exploring pieces for the bandoneon that
I find interesting, spanning various musical traditions such as
classical, opera, jazz, and more.

I'm constantly adding new scores to the repertoire, and I'm always
curious to discover new songs to adapt for the bandoneon. If you
want to check it out on the omarcaccia.com website and leave a
comment or suggest a score, you're more than welcome!

Moreover, the website features articles in the video blog where I
share insights on bandoneon techniques, various styles, and
interesting facts about this enchanting instrument.

Looking forward to exploring more music together,

Discover More Musical Magic
at OmarCaccia.com

https://www.omarcaccia.com/
https://www.omarcaccia.com/

